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ESTFA News
The Huntindon Open
Group 1

K.Valentine 3 v 1 M.Pereira

M.Hodds 6 v 0 D.Butler

M.Hodds 2 v 0 K.Valentine

D.Butler 2 v 1 M.Pereira

M.Hodds 6 v 1 M.Pereira

D.Butler 0 v 3 K.Valentine

...............P..W..D..L..F...A..Pts

1.M.Hodds......3..3..0..0..11..1....9

2.K.Valentine..3..2..0..1..6...3....6

3.D.Butler.....3..1..0..2..2...10...3

4.M.Pereria....3..0..0..3..3...11...0

Group 2

P.Lawrenson 9 v 0 M.Carmo

A.Douglas 1 v 4 A.Stephen

P.Lawrenson 8 v 1 S.Curtis

M.Carmo 0 v 2 A.Douglas

A.Stephen 4 v 1 S.Curtis

P.Lawrenson 4 v 0 A.Douglas

M.Carmo 0 v 7 A.Stephen

A.Douglas 0 v 2 S.Curtis

P.Lawrenson 1 v 0 A.Stephen

M.Carmo 1 v 7 S.Curtis

...............P..W..D..L..F...A..Pts

1.P.Lawrenson..4..4..0..0..22..1...12

2.A.Stephen....4..3..0..1..15..3....9

3.S.Curtis.....4..2..0..2..11..13...6

4.A.Douglas....4..1..0..3..3...10...3

5.M.Carmo......4..0..0..4..1...25...0

Group 3

K.Dyson 1 v 0 R.Gerraghty

J.Devaney 0 v 6 A.Curtis

K.Dyson 4 v 0 J.Turpin

R.Gerraghty 3 v 1 J.Devaney

A.Curtis 4 v 2 J.Turpin

K.Dyson 4 v 0 J.Devaney

R.Gerraghty 0 v 1 A.Curtis

J.Devaney 1 v 4 J.Turpin

K.Dyson 5 v 1 A.Curtis

R.Gerraghty 2 v 1 J.Turpin

..............P..W..D..L...F...A..Pts

1.K.Dyson.....4..4..0..0...14..1...12

2.A.Curtis....4..3..0..1...12..7....9

3.R.Gerraghty.4..2..0..2...5...4....6

4.J.Turpin....4..1..0..3...7...11...3

5.J.Devaney...4..0..0..4...2...17...0

Quarter-Finals

M.Hodds 5 v 0 S.Curtis

P.Lawrenson 1 v 1 R.Gerraghty 

2-3…Shots

K.Dyson 2 v 1 A.Stephen

K.Valentine 2 v 2 A.Curtis
0-3...Shots

Semi-Finals

M.Hodds 3 v 0 A.Curtis

R.Gerraghty 1 v 4 K.Dyson

Final

M.Hodds 1 v 1 K.Dyson  3-2...Shots

Plate Preliminary Round

J.Devaney 0 v 2 D.Butler

M.Pereira 5 v 0 M.Carmo

Plate Semi-Finals

A.Douglas 1 v 3 D.Butler

J.Turpin 2 v 1 M.Pereira

Plate Final

D.Butler 2 v 1 J.Turpin

Martin Hodds wins his first circuit Open even with a great victory here while it was great to see some of our less prolific players make an outing to Huntingdon.

In particular it was nice to see Miguel and Maria take part and score some points for Kent Invicta ! Kevin Dyson showed once again that whatever the code, he is a force to be reckoned with. But today it was Martin’s turn to lift the trophy, and about time too. Well done to Martin and also to John Turpin who once again organised this popular event.


TSPA News
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The current ranking table for the TSPA is as follows :

1=    Kevin Dyson               20/18   =   38

1=    Jeff Jordan                  18/20   =   38

3.     Jeremy Bradley           14/16   =    30

4.     Rob Paterson               15/14   =   29

5.     John Turpin                  12/14   =   26

6.     Phil Dodd                    13/11   =   24

7.     Ben Evans                   11/11   =   22

8=    Phil Holmes                 16/x     =   16

8=    Ally Stephen                x/16    =   16

10=  Colin Fletcher              x/14    =   14

10=  Richard Pepper            x/14    =   14

12.   Russell Gerraghty        x/13    =    13

13.   Steve Moreton             x/12    =    12 

Joining the T.S.P.A. could not be easier! There is no cost involved. Because the Association is small, they are much more laid back about membership! Basically, once you play in one of their events, you are a member for that season. The T.S.P.A. circuit consists of four events each season, and if you play in the first three events, the last event if free to enter! The last event is always in memory of Mike Absolom, a real leading light of the T.S.P.A. in years gone by.

For more details of the T.S.P.A., contact:

Jeremy Bradley on jeremybradley49@yahoo.co.uk 

Finally, the T.S.P.A. also hosts the National Flats Championship. As the name suggests, all players must use the old style flat players, although modern versions of these can also be obtained.

The next events on the T.S.P.A. calendar are: 

Milton Keynes Open (11/10/2009)

WINNER Jeff Jordan  

Huntingdon Open (6/12/2009)

WINNER Kevin Dyson

Long Eaton Open (21/2/2010)
National Flats Championships (7/3/2010)
Mike Absolom Challenge Cup (Leicester) (4/4/2010)
For details of all these events contact Jeremy Bradley on jeremybradley49@yahoo.co.uk
Retro subbuteo

There are rumours around that a retro Subbuteo event is being planned for 2010 and that this will be a very well attended event with top European players coming over. Details are sketchy at the moment but I will try to get more certain details for the next issue. It would be good to see such an event become a regular part of the fixture list, so let’s get behind this one when details are announced.

Rugby
[image: image3.jpg]Subbuteo Rugby Association

Join the association today and
receive the following benefits:

- Four newsletters per year

- Access to our exclusive forum

- 25% off tournament entry

- Exclusive member competitions
JUST £5 PER YEAR!

CLICK HERE TO JOIN!




http://www.subbuteorugby.com 

No news on the delayed Subbuteo Rugby Championships yet. Hopefully something will be organised for later in the season
An Appeal

The Belgian subbuteo club of Temploux is asking for some help. One of their young members is trying to find a place to improve his English and he would

like to find a family in England, Scotland or Wales to spend some time in July 2010. His name is Nicolas Delvaux. He's a student in a famous high school in Brussel (ICHEC) and wants to prepare his future as well as possible. If possible the location should be in a city with some possibilities to get a job to pay the stay and the food. Please, contact

Benoît Jadot at 
benoit.jadot@just.fgov.be or
 jadotbenoit@yahoo.fr or 
by mobile at 0032/474815176.

Club results

More resuts from the Huntingdon Subbuteo Association
 

Montagu Mini League 19/01/10 Session One

 

Darren Butler 0 v 1 Mark Green

Mark Green 1 v 2 Paul Andreas

Paul Andreas 2 v 0 Darren Butler

Mark Green 0 v 0 Darren Butler

Paul Andreas 1 v 0 Mark Green

Darren Butler 1 v 3 Paul Andreas

 

Final Table

                         P   W   D  L    F   A    Pts   Pts  

Paul Andreas    4   4     0   0    8   2     12       3

Mark Green      4   1     1   2    2   3      4        2 

Darren Butler   4   0     1    3   1   6      1         1

 

The Montagu Mini League is played every club night once a month on a Swiss League basis.

 

 

Other Results:

 

HSA League (standard home/away basis):

 Dad's Army (0) 0 v 3 (1) St.Ives Mustangs

 

Standings:

1 St.Ives Mustangs (Darren Butler)   6 pts

2 Willard Price Argyle (W Porter)     3 pts

3 Red Star Bluegate  (T Porter)          0 pts

4 Dad's Army            (A Butler)         0 pts

 

 

December 2009 also saw the 17th Butler Cup competition played. The criteria for the Butler Cup is pretty strict. You have to be part of the Butler family to be able to play in it! Dave Butler of Glasgow Table Football Club beat Darren butler 3 - 0 in the first game and Darren Butler beat Alan butler 3-0 in the second game. With Dave left to play Alan in the last match he is comfortably poised to retain the Cup.

An Englishman Abroad!
A recent event was held in Vienna. On the 5th December 2009, the club of TSC Royal 78 hosted the Austrian Grand Prix and we had one of our top players in attendance. Kasper Bennett made the trip over and what follows is his report on the tournament.
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Kasper (Milan shirt) in action

I asked Kasper for a quote on the days play. He said “I dont know what to say really other than that I was very dissapointed not to win! But I've won my fair share of shoot outs so I wont complain too much if I lose them. Also Korzil played well against me this time around’’

Kasper reached the quarter finals on the day before losing.

Suppliers
This issue we focus on the products of Astrobase.
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Astrobase is a company based in Italy under the control of Enrico Techenarti.

To most players in the game, the name Astrobase is synonymous with bases and the terms bi-base and tri-base. Before Astrobase entered the market, bases were either a solid ‘lump’ of plastic or the traditional design of a bowl shaped base and a disc which fitted into the base like a lid. Although there were variations in terms of shape and size, it was these two designs that were our choice to play with.

Astrobase created a new base type. In effect it was a solid base, but was engineered in such a way that two or more coloured rings could be ‘slotted’ together to form that solid base. Seen from above, the traditional base was either one colour, or a thin outer ring of one colour surrounding the disc colour. The Astrobase made the outer ring wider and could also add a third ring colour. In effect you could have a three coloured base in the profile you needed. This was revolutionary but there was more to come! Astrobase also offered a variety of materials in plexiglass and PVC and the plastics used had different weights and properties, so custom making a base was a reality. 

As popularity grew, so did the company and the range of products offered increased. It would be fair to say that everything you need can be obtained from the Astrobase website. Pitches, goals, balls, teams, painted figures, polish, carrying cases, timers, base decals, goalkeepers and various other accessories are now available. 

But the increase in popularity also created problems for the company. Bases were ordered online and only then were they assembled, polished and dispatched. This meant a delay, and as the orders flooded in, those delays could be quite lengthy. I have known some orders to take months to arrive and others to arrive within a week! To be fair, this problem has been rectified now and although a delay can be expected, it is nothing that one wouldn’t expect considering that the order could be unique.
(For the record, I use Astrobase C5 Tribases – Ed)

Astrobase website: http://www.astrobase.it
Bases can also be bought from The NETFA Teesside website. We have a limited range available. Our website is : http://www.netfa.co.uk
Another supplier will be featured next time!
Player profile
Those of us who have been playing this game since the days of Waddingtons and Subbuteo Sports Games will be aware of the name of this month’s interview subject. Alan Cook is perhaps better known as an organiser and top ref, but he is not too shabby a player either. Alan was away from the game for some time, but it is great to see him back as his infectious enthusiasm for the game, whatever the code, makes a welcome change from the doom and gloom mongers out there! 
Q: Name:

A: Alan Cook
Q: Lives in:

A: Birmingham, West Midlands
Q: Which Club to you play for?
A: Worcester River Plate 7 where I play every other Thurday night. The venue is the Braunstone Arms in Worcester.
Q: Which code of the game do you prefer?
A: I enjoy playing FISTF Rules but my preference is for Table Soccer rules. I enjoy playing with the original big ball and  like the Swiss system of competition and have known the players from my younger Subbuteo days.
Q: Base type preferred:

A: I like to play with zeugo figures, I like the weight of them but I wish I could spin the players like the old Subbuteo 00 figures and flats.
Q: Who was the best player you ever saw?
A: I believe that Willy Hoffman was probably the best player that I ever watched. I referred him several times both in World Cup European and 
International tournaments. His ability for concentration and immaculate control of the ball both for near long and spin flicking was the essence of Subbuteo at its best. As Graham Jones, an excellent Subbuteo player and organiser of the past said, that Subbuteo was a game of chess, snooker and football combined and Mr Hoffman had the ability to combine these together.

Willy Hoffman was one of the leading players along with Laurent Garnier and others who were the pioneers of the FISTF organisation which today still 
is going strong organising and supporting and associations and tournaments throughout the world.

Well Done Willy!

Q: You have been linked to the game for many years. What changes that you have seen are good and which are bad?
A: Since I have started playing Subbuteo/Table Soccer over the last 3 years, admittedly not so much over the last 12 months, one of the good points for me is that on the internet I've been able-via the Subbuteo Forum and the ESTFA web page to keep up to date with what's been happening both in tournaments and discussion chit chat. There are more tournaments being played and well organised, and I've made many contacts. 

Bad Things? I believe that there are no real bad things however in some of the top tournaments that I've attended, some of the conduct of players on the table has been childish to say the least.  Most of the players are sporting both in their attitude and the way they play the game.  I believe that there should always be a code of conduct to cover all countries under the FISTF association which should be uniform to all players whoever they may be.

Q: How do you think the game should develop in England?
A: There has been much debate on how the game should go forward.  There are always only a few organisers to run both tournaments and the association, there are always disagreements on how things should be run.  Positive debate is always a good thing, but decisions have to be made.

I think that the 6 tournaments for the season with the best 4 counting towards your points for the season is a good way forward.  I'm a great believer of the Swiss system being used.  It would be good to have certain tournaments being weekend events so possibly a team event on the one day and an individual on the other. I feel that the funding of the association needs to be looked at, and also how to attract younger players into the game. Big questions?  I fully support the association committee and the work that they do and would hope that all members support them 
as well. In anything that we do its about strong foundation, and forward planning and creating a vision that we can all follow, it takes everybody in the organisation to achieve this, there is no’ I’ in team.

Q: We think of the modern FISTF based game as being taken very seriously by the top players. Was it always like that?
A: No!  When I was part of the England Subbuteo Organisation as an organiser, people wanted to win and there was always the odd one with a tantrum, but there was a great social side for players when we used to play tournaments around the country we used to stop at each others houses, several players at a time. At tournaments many younger players did play.  Mums and Dads used to bring them along and there was always a good spirit and interest shown in the game and the players. Good fun was had by all and that so many younger players of my time as an organiser are still playing and that's one of the greatest statements of Subbuteo can make.
Q: If you could change one rule, what would it be and why?

A: I don't like the throw in rule.  How a player can flick a throw in from one end of the pitch to the other baffles me. Why there is no direct free kick in the shooting area when a foul is committed and the same with the penalty unless its hand ball.
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Alan getting ready for action in Cardiff !
Another great interview, and many thanks to Alan for his answers.
Would YOU like to be interviewed for Subbuteo England? If so, drop me a line and I will sort something out!

New Product!
There is a new product on the Subbuteo market! A company based in Spain is producing a range of teams and box sets at a very reasonable price. Aimed at youngsters and new players rather than the tournament players, these products are ideal. The bases are similar to a Raptor base but have a subtle difference which allows some degree of curling. However, I find that they do not shoot as well as a Raptor base. The real innovation though is the playing figure. These are moulded from Neoprene (please forgive if I have spelt that wrong!). This material is like a cross between rubber and plastic, and it means the player will withstand being dropped, stood on and other general mishaps which would normally snap a plastic figure. They are also moulded with different hairstyles and are very detailed in their paintwork. Check out the website

www.totalsoccer.net
These teams will be available in the UK from February and we hope that they will see a surge in new young player attracted to the game. They WILL be sold in high street shops as well as club shops of top football clubs. Teams cost about £10 each and a box set is around £37. Well worth a look! More news later!
  Ranking tables
It is important that ranking tables are shown in this magazine. This section will mainly be concerned with the tables produced by and for the ESTFA. However, we are more than happy to include tables from leagues, TSPA and any retro events that take place.
The TSPA rankings are shown on their separate page.
The ESTFA produces two tables this season. One if for the 6 events of the English Circuit. The other is the official ESTFA rankings, and this includes all events played under the ESTFA banner and all FISTF events in which an ESTFA member plays. The second ranking is a 2 year rolling ranking, similar to the FISTF world rankings.
It is from these tables that the England Captain will make his first decision. The winner of the English Circuit table will automatically qualify to represent England at the 2010 World Cup, assuming that they are a member of ESTFA before 7th Dec 2009.
One other automatic place will go to the winner of the National Championships.
The rest of the squad, for the team events will be decided by using these tables, the new ranking tables and these places will be decided by the England Captain alone.

ONLY ESTFA members are included on these lists so you will notice that some players who played at the recent Huntingdon Open are not included.
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Open – after 3 events on English Circuit

	Position
	Player
	Total Points

	1
	Adrian Ritoridis
	54

	2=
	Martin Hodds
	53

	2=
	Matt Lampitt
	53

	4
	Paul Lawrenson
	43

	5
	Dave Pawsey
	42

	6
	Kcarrie Valantine (SCO)
	40

	7
	Kasper Bennett
	30

	8=
	Justin Finch
	28

	8=
	Kevin Dyson
	28

	10=
	Chris Thomas
	23

	10=
	Jeremy Bradley
	23

	12
	Algy Taylor
	22

	13
	Andrew Hillerby
	20

	14=
	Darren Butler
	17

	14=
	John Turpin
	17

	14=
	Maria Carmo
	17

	14=
	Miguel Pereira
	17

	14=
	Steve Hawkins
	17

	18=
	Brandon Lavender
	11

	18=
	Gary Pearson
	11

	18=
	Kevin Adderley
	11


Veterans – after 3 events on English Circuit

	Position
	Player
	Total Points

	1
	Kevin Dyson
	58

	2
	Martin Hodds
	53

	3
	John Turpin
	42

	4
	Phil Holmes
	28


U15 – after 3 events on English Circuit

	Position
	Player
	Total Points

	1
	Brandon Lavender
	30


[image: image8.jpg]



There follows the official 
ESTFA rankings

Open




	Kasper

	Bennett

	Sessana (ITA)

	209


	Justin

	Finch

	English Premier League

	81


	Dave

	Pawsey

	English Premier League

	75


	Adrian

	Ritoridis

	TSPA White Star

	73


	Chris

	Thomas

	Cardiff San Siro

	72


	Phil

	Redman

	SF/SW Hitdorf (GER)

	71


	Martin

	Hodds

	Yorkshire Phoenix

	67


	Matt

	Lampitt

	English Premier League

	62


	Jeremy

	Bradley

	TSPA White Star

	38


	Paul

	Lawrenson

	Yorkshire Phoenix

	35.8


	Kevin

	Dyson

	Essex Subbuteo league

	35.5


	Chris

	Short

	Cardiff San Siro

	31


	Andrew

	Hillerby

	NETFA Teesside

	26


	Kevin

	Adderley

	Yorkshire Phoenix

	21


	Steve

	Hawkins

	English Premier League

	21


	Brandon

	Lavender

	Worthing 5 Star

	21


	Gary

	Pearson

	Yorkshire Phoenix

	21


	Kcarrie

	Valentine

	Yorkshire Phoenix

	19.8


	Algy

	Taylor

	NETFA Teesside

	18.5


	Darren

	Butler

	Huntingdon Subbuteo Ass

	15.2


	Miguel

	Pereira

	Kent Invicta

		15.2


	John

	Turpin

	Essex Subbuteo league

	15.2


	Alan

	Butler

	Huntingdon Subbuteo Ass

	10


	Anthony

	Collins

	TSC Royal

		10


	Matthew

	Thomas

	NETFA Teesside

	10


	Ezio

	Orru

	NETFA Teesside

	10


	David

	Russell

	English Premier League

	10


	Ben

	Staples

	NETFA Teesside

	10


	Daniel 

	Fox

			10


	Jonathan

	Lopez-Real

			10



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Veterans



Jeremy

Bradley

TSPA White Star

51

Steve

Hawkins

English Premier League

51

Phil

Holmes

TSPA White Star

36.2

Martin

Hodds

Yorkshire Phoenix

21

Kevin

Dyson

Essex Subbuteo league

17

Alan

Collins

TSC Royal

10

Allan

Cook

TSPA White Star

10

Steve

George

South England Lionhearts

10

Tony

Leach

Lancashire Pumas

10

Paul

Lloyd

Yorkshire Phoenix

10

Tony

McCann

Yorkshire Phoenix

10

Mike

Parnaby

NETFA Teesside

10

Richard

Pepper

Yorkshire Phoenix

10

Stephen

Worthington

Yorkshire Phoenix

10

Chris

Wrigley

Spartak Kendal

10

Under 19’s




Brandon
Lavender
Worthing 5 Star
15

Under 15’s




Brandon
Lavender
Worthing 5 Star
91

Theo
Brace
NETFA Teesside
10

Under 12’s




Elliot
Bellafontaine
Essex Subbuteo league
71

Matthew
Parnaby
NETFA Teesside
10

Dylan
Staples
NETFA Teesside
10

Ladies




Maria
Carmo
Kent Invicta
15.2

Clubs




*Top 5 scores from any age category score towards the club total*

English Premier League

290

TSPA White Star

208.2

Yorkshire Phoenix

165.75

Essex Subbuteo league

138.7

Worthing 5 Star

127

NETFA Teesside

74.5

Kent Invicta

30.4

Huntingdon Subbuteo Ass

25.2

Lancashire Pumas

10

South England Lionhearts

10

Spartak Kendal

10

As you can see, Clubs with only one ESTFA member still get placed on the ranking list, so getting 5 members to join up would get your club a minimum of 50 ranking points!
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Calen dar section

Tournaments on the ESTFA English Circuit

Leicester International Open – 29/8/2009

Winner Kasper Bennett

Liverpool Open – 19/9/2009

Winner Matt Lampitt

Huntingdon Open – 17/1/2010. 
Winner Martin Hodds
Yorkshire International Open – 13/2/2010. Contact Martin on martinhodds@yahoo.co.uk 
Essex Open – 18/4/2010. Contact Ally Stephen on allynecromunda@hotmail.co.uk 
FISTF Grand Prix – Milton Keynes –1-2/5/2010. Contact Jeremy on jeremybradley49@yahoo.co.uk 
Other selected Tournaments in England

English Masters event –30/8/2009
Winner Chris Thomas

NETFA’s Astrobase series continues with a new season in 2010 near Redcar. Contact mike@netfa.co.uk for more details.
ESTFA National Championships – Woburn Sands – 5/6/10 – 6/6/10
National Flats Championships – Woburn Sands – 7/3/2010

FISTF Tournaments in UK and Ireland

FISTF Grand Prix – Edinburgh – 28-29/3/2010. Contact Mike on mike@worldtablesoccer.com 
FISTF International Open – Arbroath – 24-25/4/2010. Contact Steve on salkbenn@supnet.com 
FISTF International Open – Belfast – 8/5/2010. Contact Kenny on ken@nitfa.org.uk 
FISTF International Open – Knighton – 19/6/2010. Contact Tom on wrkl@hotmail.com 
FISTF International Satellite – Knighton – 20/6/2010. Contact Tom on wrkl@hotmail.com 
Other Events and Tournaments

Maidenhead Subbuteo Collectors Fair – 14th March 2010 contact Jon Roston on Jonro@coversure.co.uk 
The final word
So that was issue #6 of Subbuteo England. I hope you enjoyed it and liked the new format. I think it makes it easier to read.
We have two events in England during February and I urge you to try and make it to at least one of them. For those who like the modern game with FISTF rules, we have the Yorkshire International Open, held in Wakefield on the 13th February. This is always a great event to play at, and while competitive it is also friendly. The Yorkshire Phoenix club are great hosts, and this one is a highlight of the ESTFA circuit. Please try to make this one but don’t forget to keep the good lady sweet the following day!

The following week sees the next event in the TSPA circuit, at Long Eaton. This will no doubt be a smaller event, played to slightly different rules and using the big ball! It may be a smaller event, but this will be just as tough to win and again this one deserves your support. 

It is actually quite a good chance for those of you who are not tournament players to sample both main codes of the game. Both of these events offer good value for money, a good standard of play and a good atmosphere. In other words, none of the super-compeitive attitudes that we sometimes see at the bigger events.
Finally, an appeal to all you players out there. There has been some debate recently about the perceived growth of retro Subbuteo. I don’t hold with this idea, I don’t think that it is growing as much as some people think. What I do think is growing though, is a desire to play local level Subbuteo. This has seen the creation of a few new clubs, who have decided to play retro rather than modern rules. 

What I would love to see is a steady growth and development of local clubs. Playing at a local club does not mean that you have to play FOR that club. So please, if you have the time and inclination, why not set up a club in your local area. Schools and youth clubs can be used to find new players. It would be fantastic if at the end of 2010 I could announce that we have 10 or more new clubs in England. But it needs the players we have now to take the lead. There are many areas of the country where a club is not present, or not very active. The North West has only small clubs and a huge population to draw upon. The South West has no real active clubs. I know we can never get back to the days when there were 300+ clubs in England, but if we aim for 50 we might well get there!

In the next issue of Subbuteo England

In the next issue we hope to have a bumper report from the Yorkshire International Open and a report from the latest event on the TSPA calander too. 
There will also be another interview or two and more club news!

But as always, remember that this is your magazine for your news and views.

We continue to need your contributions. So anything you would like to publicise, any views you would like to share, anything really, just pop me an e-mail and I will try to include it!

Keep on flicking!
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Welcome to Subbuteo England! 





I start this issue by wishing you all a very happy new year. Let us hope that we can build on what we have achieved in 2009 and ensure that we keep this great game alive and well! 





Well it is nice to be able to report on a tournament or two in this issue.





You may all be aware that there has been a change at the top in the Subbuteo World. The board of FISTF has been replaced by a new board following a vote in Frankfurt. We at ESTFA would like to thank the old board for their efforts which are much appreciated, and we look forward to seeing what the new board can bring to the game.





Very many thanks to Kevin Adderley for the new logo at the top of this page and also to Vincent Coppenolle who has reformatted the magazine to its current layout. Much better I think!














Subbuteo England Success!





Just before Christmas I received an e-mail subscribing to Subbuteo England from a teacher at a school in Harrow. He told me that he runs a club in his school and has up to 25 players playing the game. The school is 11-16 year olds so these are not small children but are ones we need to keep involved before the attractions of beer and women take them from ‘the beautiful game’! Thankfully, through this publication, we now have contact with these players, and hopefully we might see some of them develop into tournament players or see them join other clubs as they maybe attend universities. 


It got me thinking about how many clubs there must be in England that we simply just do not know about. It might be worth us placing an advert in a local free newspaper to see if there are any such clubs out there. If anyone does find one, please pass on the Subbuteo England details to them. It costs nothing to subscribe, and anything we can do to develop our sport and grow our numbers is good for all of us.


We also have news of a possible new club in the south east of England, but I will say no more, just in case it does not happen!


I have also had some news that one or two of our less active clubs have been bitten by the bug again and intend to start playing once again. This is great news and hopefully they can find a few new players to bring a fresh enthusiasm to their clubs.





Inside this issue!


ESTFA News	Huntindon Open


TSPA News	Ranking Table


Retro News	The Lionhearts planned event?


Rugby News	The Rugby Association


An Appeal!.........................................................Can you help?


Club Results	Huntingdon Subbuteo Association Results


An Englishman Abroad....................................Kasper Bennett


Suppliers	Focus on Astrobase


Player Focus	Alan Cook in focus!


New Product.........................................................Total Soccer 


Rankings	ESTFA ranking tables


Calendar	Tournaments for 2009-2010


The Last Word!	Coming up in the next issue! 














To subscribe to Subbuteo News, please visit the website below, download the correct form and email it in to the address shown on the site. Subbuteo England is free, no cost, gratis to all who subscribe!





� HYPERLINK "HTTP://WWW.SUBBUTEONEWS.CO.UK" ��HTTP://WWW.SUBBUTEONEWS.CO.UK�
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